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ordered to assist or be present at laying the Russian tele-
graph, it might be expedient to show a friendly feeling as
regards this, and I would assent, though unwilling to
advise it.

The President thought it would be well for Congress to
take up the subject, or, at all events, that we should delay
a day or two before deciding. This I approved as the bet-
ter course. Stanton, who had seen my previous indiffer-
ence, immediately slapped me on the shoulder and said I
could decide readily with the President. I said I could, fox
he usually was not far wrong. Stanton was vexed.

May 12, Saturday. Moore, the President's Private Secre-
tary, came to me on Wednesday, the 9th, by request of the
President, who desired him to consult with me respecting
orders recently issued to Captain S. P. Lee to take com-
mand at Mare Island Navy Yard. He said the elder Blair
was very importunate on the subject and made it a personal
matter. I told him I was aware of what Lee was procuring
to be done through others, and that therein he was violat-*
ing regulations and usage, but that it was characteristic of
him. The orders to him were complimentary, for he had
seniors who had prior claims, but I considered Lee a good
yard officer. His case was peculiar. I had given him the
command of the North Atlantic Squadron when other and
older officers were entitled to the position. But, knowing
that he had good business qualities, and that much that
was improper was then being carried on in violation of
blockade by Treasury men and by General Butler, I had
purposely selected him for that position. The business por-
tion of his duties were well performed, but as an officer he
has not sufficient energetic fighting qualities. Some efforts
towards getting possession of the entrance of [the] Cape
Fear [River] and capturing Fort Fisher were proposed, but
eventuated in nothing, and when the army finally in-
dicated a willingness to join in a cooperative movement,
the first step taken was to detach Lee. While in command,